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Relationship between Equipment Rules of Sailing (ERS) and Racing 
Rules of Sailing 

A submission from the Royal Yachting Association 

PROPOSAL: 

In future the recommendations to Council regarding RRS 50.4 should be undertaken by 
the ISAF Measurement Committee in accordance with ISAF Regulation 32.1. 

CURRENT POSITION: 

The Racing Rule of Sailing (RRS) 50.4 gives the difference between a Headsail and a 
Spinnaker. The Equipment Rules of Sailing (ERS) B.9.2, purely references the RRS for 
this difference. 

REASON: 

RRS 50.4 clearly relates to equipment and involves measurement. It defines most 
headsails as spinnakers because the “head” measurement point is the top, forward 
corner of the sail and most headsail have a distance across their top aft of this point. 
This means that there will always be sail aft of the straight line adjoining the head and 
the clew, i.e. the sail will always have a girth (width) exceeding the percentage 
proportional to the distance from the head of the sail.   

This problem highlights the need for a direct interaction between this rule and the ERS. 
As the drafting of the ERS are the responsibility of the Measurement Committee (after 
consultation with the other Committees) this interaction would be best if the drafting of 
RRS 50.4 was also the responsible of the Measurement Committee.  

ISAF Regulation 31 gives the responsibilities of the Racing Rules Committee as:  

 “advising and making recommendations to the Council regarding The Racing Rules of 
Sailing (‘the racing rules’) and the various related subjects with which the racing rules 
are concerned, including but not limited to, the right-of-way rules, management of races, 
protests and appeals, and rule observance.  

ISAF Regulation 32 gives the responsibilities of the Measurement Committee, after 
consultation with the Racing Rule, Sailing and Offshore Committees, as:  

 “advising and making recommendations to the Council regarding The Equipment Rules 
of Sailing (ERS) and the various related subjects with which the ERS are concerned, 
including but not limited to fundamental measurement and event measurement including 
sailing instructions concerning measurement and certification, and matters related to 
clothing and equipment  controls and rule observance.  

The substance of RRS 50.4 is more akin to the responsibilities conferred under 
Regulation 32, the Measurement Committee Regulation, than Regulation 31, the Racing 
Rules Regulation. 

The RYA believes sailing is best served if the experts within a field are responsible for 
that field.   Right of way rules are best serviced by right of way experts.  Measurement 
rules are best serviced by measurement experts. 


